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TPS Cotsen / UCLA Lab School Primary Source Lesson  
Evaluating Sources: Diving Horses of Atlantic City 

Judith Kantor, UCLA Lab School Librarian/Demonstration Teacher 

 

Grade level recommendation: 5th and 6th grades 

Time required: three(3) 45-minute sessions  

 

Overview 

Students are being asked to quickly understand and evaluate information from an 
overwhelming number of sources. Knowing that not all information is equally useful or 
credible is essential, especially as students rely more and more on online information 
sources. Students should discover why people create and share information and that the 
purpose of a piece of information can affect its credibility. This lesson asks students to 
evaluate the purpose of four different pieces of information about the same topic: 
Diving Horses of Atlantic City. 
 

Objectives 
• Identify the reason why certain sources of information are created. 
• Consider that reason in evaluating the source.  
• Learn to analyze and interpret information from a variety of sources.  

 

Standards 

CALIFORNIA CONTENT STANDARDS 
Model Library Standards 

• Grade 5: Standard 2 Students Evaluate Information 

2.2 Assess the comprehensiveness, currency, credibility, authority, and 
accuracy of resources: 

a. Describe how media resources serve as sources of information, 
entertainment, persuasion, interpretation of events, and transmission 
of culture. 

b. Identify and assess evidence that supports the main ideas and 
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concepts presented in texts. 
 

• Grade 6: Standard 2 Students Evaluate Information 

2.2 Assess the comprehensiven
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Patowary, Kaushik. “The Diving Horses of Atlantic City.” 01*2%#3(456#+', 13 Nov. 2017,  
      www.amusingplanet.com/2017/11/the-diving-
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Share the Ink Think Tank “Nonfiction Minute Splash” by Cheryl Harness   
https://www.nonfictionminute.org/the-nonfiction-minute/splash 

Have students read the article and discuss the zones of information. After the discussion, 
ask students which zone they would put this article in and why.  
 
Have students do a quick jot in their journal about the article and why they placed it in a 
particular zone. Many may decide this article was created to entertain. 
 

Day 2  

 
Have students watch “Rare video of the Diving Horse from Steel Pier in Atlantic City”  
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1730656800326709   
 
Have students watch the video and discuss the zones of information. After the discussion, 
ask students which zone they would put this video in and why.  
 
Have them compare the video to the website from Ink Think Tank Nonfiction Minute that 
they had looked at on Day 1. They can discuss the differences. Many may decide this video 
was created to document. 
 

Have students watch “High Diving Horses that risked death to entertain people”  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBVyxfhADoA 
 

Have students watch the video and discuss the zones of information. After the discussion, 
ask students which zone they would put this video in and why. 
 
Have them compare this video to the previous video and article. After the discussion, ask 
students which zone they would put this video
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Day 3 

Have students read “Diving Horses of Atlantic City” on the website Amusing Planet. 
https://www.amusingplanet.com/2017/11/the-diving-horses-of-atlantic-city.html  
 
 

Have students read the article and 


